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DIWALI — INDIAN SOCIETY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Statement by Member for Carine 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.54 pm]: Today I want the house to recognise the Indian Society of 
Western Australia as it prepares to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary in 2018 and to acknowledge its significant 
contribution to the multicultural fabric of Western Australia. I recently attended the Diwali celebrations 
organised by ISWA at the Claremont Showground and was impressed by the scale of the event and the 
involvement of 50 other multicultural associations. ISWA’s flagship event, Diwali, and the “Sangam — Diverse 
Cultures, One Soul” event at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre not only educates us about one of the 
earliest civilisations, but also keeps this rich heritage alive in younger generations of Australian–Indians while 
integrating them into mainstream Australian values. The Indian Society of Western Australia was founded in 
1968 when the Indian community was still in its infancy. I pay tribute to the vision and foresight of ISWA’s 
founders: Dr MK Tandon, Dr Naga Narayan, Mr Shankar Madan and Mrs Anu Madan. ISWA has played a very 
significant role in engaging the Indian community and bringing the Indian culture to Western Australians. Over 
50 years, ISWA has responded to the challenges and needs of the Australian–Indian community. It has organised 
community activities as diverse as medical and financial seminars, cricket, golf, footy, yoga and much more. 
ISWA’s women’s wing, Naari, organises events to help empower Australian–Indian women. ISWA is also 
working on the aged-care requirements of the community. I commend the dedicated volunteers of ISWA 
and its affiliated associations because none of this good work would be possible without their dedication and 
selfless service. 
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